Just Leave Us Alone!

A letter from a Papuan Tribesman

“...forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing”
Quotes Habibie, the President of Indonesia (Gospel Luke 23:34)

“Come on, how can I forgive...? I just can't!”
Replies Wiwa Wewo, a Melanesian Tribesman




Solidarity South Pacific

For over thirty years the tribes of West Papua have been r esisting the destruction of their land and
peoples by multinational corporations and the Indonesian military. In the jungles the guerrillas of the
OPM (Free Papua Movement) fight a western armed military with only longbows and their knowledge of
the land. This is but one of many struggles in the South Pacific.

Throughout the Pacific rim wild nature and wild culture are under attack. Loggers tear down the forests.
Mining corporations rip open chasms in the earth. Free tribal socicties are either exterminated or assimilated. In
this century over half of the earth's diverse forms of life are facing extinction - these are critical times. The
Pacific rim with its rainforest expanses, surviving pockets of wild peoples and coral reefs is a critical field of
battle. Against the death culture rebellion grows. The victorious eco-insurrection in Bougainville and the
strengthening indigenous resistance in West Papua are just two example.

For ten years the British radical ecological movement has taken inspiration from Pacific struggles and in
return carried out sporadic solidarity actions against companies and embassies. In the middle of 2002 some of
us behind these actions decided we needed to consolidate to make sure we can give more consistent support to
struggling wild peoples in this region.

We aim primarily to aid the West Papuan tribal resistance, Earth First! and the Agta people in the
Phillipines and bring attention to the revolution on Bougainville. We also want to bring the voices of these
people direct and unmediated. This pamphlet is part of that project.

At the beginning of the 21st century we all have to chose sides. Do we remain on the side of Industrial
civilisation or do we stand with wild cultures in defence of our living carth.

If after reading this pamphlet you decide to defect, contact us.

Better still just take action.

Available from Solidarity South Pacific
(All prices include UK postage)
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homemade guns made out of water-piping and planks. Improvising with alternative technology and herbal medicine these
people have taken on the biggest mining company in the world and won.
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Greetings from Wiwa Wewo

Hostile, confused, primitive, wondertul, insulting, radical, extremist, funny, fantasy, emotional,
irrational... are some of the possible words that will come out from readers of this public letter. All this
depends on you, on how you would like to interpret these ideas. My job is to be frank to myself, and to
my people, to be the best teacher as I can to my people. It is up to you to judge me as whatever you
would like to call me, based on your interest(s).

I am addressing this letter to my own people, the Lani of West Papua. This is written as an internal letter,
not for public readers, written with one purpose, to help my people focus our attention on our culture and its
four main enemies. To give some alternative actions for preserving our identity on this earth.

This is the synopsis of my letter to my people, not a translation but a transferred version. It is just a note
for the outsiders, telling what I am writing to my people. It does not recount everything I am writing, however
it does point out the main points that the West needs to understand. In addition, this is not an academic seript,
therefore, I avoid quoting any ideas and views from anyone. The ideas are solely based upon my culture and
my discussions with my own people. They do not reflect any modern philosophy . I hope I am not selling my
culture to outsiders, because I am scared they will come in, learn, and finally exploit us. I do not want to
commit suicide in a cultural genocide of my own making.

This is the message that confronts civilisation at the end of the century. I believe that this generation does
not need a lobby, it does not need diplomacy, and it does not need politicians anymore. It needs normal people,
it needs tribal people to come, stand up, shout, cry out, challenge and confront. This booklet starts this mission,
without compromise, without any tactics that this modern community may possess and expect us to choose and
apply. I hope the people, tribal people, in the Western countries will agree with me that the governments, the
churches, the corporations, and the developmental or ganisations have been supporting the destruction of the
planet earth and its inhabitants, including you the readers and myself the writer.

—Wiwa Wewo, Britain, Autumn 1999
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Papua’s Problems in Context

Some time ago, a villager, let me call him Kurona,
was living with his wives and children. They
enjoyed their lives very much. Day and night
they worked, cooked, ate and slept together. They
were living in a sharing and caring environment.
When the children became older, they became
assistants to their parents. No one fr om other
tribes disturbed their joy and happiness. All were
in peace. All was in harmony. All left the others as
they were.

One day a complete stranger, with different hair,
skin colour, language, and culture came into the
village. He came with a big smile, bringing many
good things like salt, sugar, matches, mirrors, knives
and the Good News. The Kuronas accepted and
treated him like a family member. They thanked him.
They adored him. They respected him a lot.
However, over time, this guest was building up
something that would eventually destroy the joy and
happiness of the family. During his stay there, the
guest had realised that this family had many things
that he needed for his home village. Here is one of
his thoughts.“Hmm, we have finished all that we

had. We have eaten all. This family has lots of things
here and this is unfair But this family is stupid. They
do not even use what is around them. They leave
these things as they are because they are primitive.
How foolish. They are poor amidst their wealth. I
must invite my people and find as many ways as
possible to get rid of this family and take what they
have here. They do not even know how to manage
what they have because they are uneducated,
primitive, and undeveloped. If they need anything,
we can offer them things to make them happy,
meanwhile taking the precious things from this
village. If there are more villagers, we must think
about how to expel them from this area, so that we
can own this village, just as we did in Africa,
Australia and America”.

Some decades later, the guest invited or aided
more of his people to come in and rob the family and
the village. Over time his people and other foreigners
flooded the small village. Kurona thought, ‘Perhaps
these new people need to find new villages so that
they do not disturb my family’s joy and happiness”.
He stood up and asked his guests to leave and find
surrounding villages and settle elsewhere. In reply,
the guest who had come first declared, “We do not
want to move! This is our house! This is our village!
You have to move with your wives and children!”
While they were arguing in the yard, and while his
remaining family members were all with him, some
of the foreigners went into the houses through the
back doors and very quickly and quietly took the
most valuable belongings of the family. Kurona did
not notice what was happening, because he was busy
arguing with them.

Shocked by the reply and with what had been
happening through the back doors the father, with all
his limitations and his innocence, prepared his
children and wives to fight so that they could remove
their guests from their house. They had lost most of
their belongings, their bows and arrows had also
been removed from the village so they had nothing
to fight with. They did their best to push the guests
out of the village but the guests took out their pistols,
guns, missiles, Hawks, Puma helicopters and their
special forces were sent in. They declared the house
and the village to be theirs. They took the sweet
potatoes, pigs and crop seeds.They conquered
gardens and from the houses took everything they
could eat or use. They even arrested some of the
children, raped the wives and killed some of them.
Luckily, some of the family members were able to
escape and established resistance to regain their
village.



The father and his remaining children and wives
went to the bush. They could not go far from their
village because they knew that there were villages
further away which they had no right to enter. At the
same time, Kurona knew that his village was being
invaded. All they could do was go to their village
and try to disturb the guests and to reclaim their
home. The only thing they can do was to come and
resist inside their village. And they did so. However,
in response, the guests then labelled the father and
remaining wives and children ‘terrorists’, ‘guerrilla
fighters’, ‘security disturbance forces’ and other
names that negated the efforts and rights of the
family. The guests even got support from other
people from a far away place called ‘the West’. The
West’s people sold them automatic guns, Hawks,
missiles, surveillance equipment, and all possible
facilities they had. The West supported the guests’
attempts to wipe out the family. In the process of
wiping out this family, one of the guests said,
“Forgive them because they do not know what they
are doing!” In fact, the guests were working with the
giant ‘man eaters’ and ‘human blood drinkers’. They
are called cannibals.

The guests have all the apparatuses to pacify the
family. They have churches, NGOs, corporations,
and governments. They close the mouths of the
family through names like ‘Good News’, ‘salvation’,
‘love’ and ‘development aid’. They have people who
stand before the altar and preach “Love your
enemies. Love your neighbour as you love
yourselves”. They have people who say, “Come here,
we will help you with what you need: money, health
service, education, family economy. Do not fight
against the guests, they are bad, but to balance it we
are helping you. So do not reject us”. They have
people saying, “kill them, finish them, get rid of
them, they are primitive, they are less than human!
They do not know what they need. They do not
know what they want!” They have people who say,
“The guns we sell them are not used to kill their own
people. We have an ethical foreign policy”. Who is
listening to what this family is saying? Who is acting
in the interests of this family? All of them are
corrupt, of course. No one is actually helping the
family.

How to help the family? The family says,
“LEAVE US ALONE!”

I have learnt that most people in this century do
not like hearing bad news. They want things to be in
good condition. They want tribal people to
compromise, to say like them, “all things are fine™.
They do not want to take risks or even hear the
impact of what they have done on this earth and to
the tribal people.They always want us to compromise
and, to some degree, to agree with their brutal
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actions. This is the bad news from the edge of the
world that comes to you at the end of this most
disastrous century. Hopefully, most of us will die as
soon as possible so that we do not become poison for
the next millennium’s generation.

I do not care about these attitudes;

If you are insulted

If you agree or disagree with me

If you are satisfied or dissatisfied

If you are common persons or leaders

If you are politicians or servicemen

If you are intelligence or church workers

I just cannot care about these

It is too late to be careful, unfortunately

This story tells exactly what has happened to
West Papua, based on my personal and subjective
perspective and view. This booklet is produced for
the public to show how realistic the request from His
Excellency Mr. B. J. Habibie is in relation to the
demand for independence by West Papuan 'lribal
Leaders on April 26th 1999. The request says,
«...forgive them, for they do not know what they are
doing”, quoted from the Gospel of Luke 23:34. The
people say, “Just leave us alone, please!”

Forgiveness or Resistance

On February 26th 1999, 100 delegates from
West Papua met the President of the Republic of
Indonesia, Prof. Dr. Ir. B.J. Habibie with his
ministers and chief commander of the armed forces,
Gen. Wiranto. The only demand from the Tribal
Leaders, represented by Mr. 'lom Beanal was, “to
reclaim the independence that they regard as having
been taken and denied by Indonesia”. Beanal also
presented some reasons for his demand and the
demand of all tribal people of West Papua.

However, his demand was turned down because
the government and tribal people of West Papua had
different agendas for that particular and historic
meeting. On one side, the Indonesian government
was prepared to share views on how to strengthen
Indonesian nationalism and the integration of West
Papua with Indonesia. On the other side, the tribal
leaders were there to ask for separation from
Indonesia. This conflicting agenda did not help to get
a proper response from Mr. President when it was
requested he allow West Papua to separate from
Indonesia. As his response, Mr. Habibie made some
statements for all Tribal People in West Papua. Three
of them are as follows:

“...forgive them because they do not know what
they are doing...”

“I am not a robot...”

“Go home and think about it, reflect on it ...”

For me, as a Lani, and as a citizen of the
Indonesia at the moment, it is very important to

clarify the significance of the first statement. I
believe that this statement is not just a simple
statement. It is made after careful consideration. The
first reason is perhaps because most of the 100
people were Christians, therefore, Mr. President
quoted one of the Bible verses. The statement
emphasises the core teaching of Christianity, i.e.,
LOVE. To love means to forgive. Mr. President had
put it perfectly and brilliantly. Nobody can be called
a Christian without accepting and experiencing
forgiveness from God and furthermore practising it.
Therefore, no Christian can say, “I do not want to
forgive Indonesians and the army!” There is no
choice. Forgiveness is an absolute and un-
compromised task for every Christian. We are
obliged to forgive Sukarno, Suharto, Habibie, LB
Murdani, Abinowo, Prabowo, Jony Lumintang, Try
Sutrisno, and many other people who had roles in
exploiting the natural resources in West Papua and
killing the people. It is interesting to see the potential
for the “wrongdoers’ to continue doing what they are
doing if West Papuans are always forced to forgive.

Secondly, he clearly pinpointed that the people
involved in various exploitative and destructive
activities in West Papua are “foolish’ or ‘do not know
what they are doing’. It is not clear whether he
actually meant that the army is stupid However, |
know that they know what they are doing. They
know that they are killing people. For the sake of
‘security” many trees have been cleared, many plants
have been wiped out, many animals have died and
many people have been killed. It is interesting to see
the potential for “wrongdoers’ to continue doing
what they are doing if they are always regarded as
ignorant to what they are doing in West Papua, and
why they are doing it. Another interesting thing in
this statement is that he used the personal pronoun
‘they’ rather than “we’. This means he excluded
himself from the brutal actions in West Papua. Who
then is responsible for this? It is not clear whom he
meant by ‘they’. Itis my belief that Indonesians
(civilians, politicians and armed foree) are not
ultimately responsible. We are all victims of this
world system. Mr President does not seem to agree
with me that we are all victims of foreign powers,
foreign demands, and foreign needs.

If I want to be honest, especially in the case of
problems in West Papua, I cannot see any problem in
being cither part of or separate from Indonesia. The
problem is that Indonesia is already poisoned,
already modernised, already brain-washed by other
powers beyond itself. Indonesia is not an
independent country, in my eyes as a tribal person. It
is dependent and cannot stand on its own. It means
other countries have contributions to those killings
and violations of human rights. There are some

countries giving advice and training in intelligence,
there are some countries selling weapons, missiles,
tanks, jet fighters and such like. There are some
countries investing money in mining, logging,
fishing, oil and various business activities in
Indonesia. In short, it is illogical to always blame
Indonesia for all things that go wrong in Indonesia.
Other countries that have business with Indonesia
and its archipelago in various aspects must commit
themselves to end all the bad acts they are
perpetrating at the moment. This is the way to help
West Papuans to forgive. To support the Indonesian
army all the time whilst asking West Papuans to
forgive is illogical and impossible. Forgiving the
Indonesian army will not solve the problem. The
roots of all the suffering in West Papua are rooted in
some of the Western countries and their population. I
am referring to the West as a community, not as
individuals or groups. This is the way tribal people
look at things. We do not blame individuals only, we
as society also take responsibility for things that
individuals do.

In addition, it is ironic to see how Mr.
President’s own cronies have been involved in
destroying the land, land resources, plants, animals
and tribal people such as some mining companies
and the famous Mamberamo Dam Megaproject that
is underway under his support. This is ridiculous!
Based on these ideas, I can say that Habibie regards
Melanesians in West Papua as puppets with no brains
to judge what is actually happening, how it is
happening, why and on whose behalf.

Third, Mr. President actually asked West
Papuans to stay with Indonesia, because ‘to forgive’
is similar to ‘to forget’. Therefore, once West
Papuans forget things that have happened in the past,
what is happening now and what will happen in the
future, then the demand for self-determination cannot
be tolerated.

Thus, on the one hand, because almost every
tribal group in West Papua arc obedient to the Bible
and regard it as absolute truth it becomes tactically
difficult for West Papuans not to forgive as they are
obliged to do. On the other hand, Mr. President does
not and apparently cannot stop the misconduct of his
own colleagues, particularly in the military, or he
cannot stop himself from his misbehaviour towards
Melanesians and natural resources in West Papua.
How can he hope that West Papuans will forget
about the past, present and future misconduct of the
army while he himself cannot do his best to stop his
army’s misbehaviour? How far and how well can a
West Papuan like me forgive the Indonesians? What
do I expect the Indonesians to do so that I can
forgive them? Is this ‘command’ realistic for the
contexts and situation in West Papua since 1962 up
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till now? There is a dilemma similar to that which
the former Hong Kong Governor, Chris Patten faced
when he was dealing with processes to produce the
Good Friday Agreement between Republicans and
Unionists in Belfast not long ago. He recalled on a
TV interview in early September 1999 that it is
difficult to resolve the problem in (Northemn) Ireland
because the memory of war and deaths of their
beloved is impossible to forget. He recalled, “One
woman approached me and said, ‘That man killed
my son’...”. How realistic is the peace process in
Ireland? How can we talk about peace, while killing
continues, while it happened some days ago, while
beloved ones are just murdered and still fresh in the
memory? Perhaps the case is the same for West
Papuans. How realistic is it for West Papuans to

for give Indonesians in general, and the army in
particular?

This booklet is produced to briefly answer some
of these questions and considerations. It is also a
synopsis of my public letter that I have written in the
Lani language. The purpose is to explain in depth
about various issues such as culture, war, peace,
environment, exploitation of natural resources and
others that will hopefully help me and my people
better understand our Tribal Life compared to other
‘lives’ on this planet earth. It is not to tell everything
I have written in my language for my people. It
attacks and declares war on the four major enemies
of all Tribal People on carth: (1) Religious
organisations, (2) Governments, (3) Aid Agencies,
and (4) Multinational Corporations. It calls for an
end of exploitative and destructive behaviours of
these four parties and asks for reflections on what
they have done so far in the 19th and 20th centuries.
It urges them to “have a rest a bit!” and think “What
on earth are we doing now? More killing? more
cutting? more digging? more changing? more...?
more...?”. Will you say, “Enough!”’? The main
purpose of this book is educational, to educate my
own people regarding our culture with the
knowledge that our culture is already stable, well-
established and needs no further changes. It has
slightly changed but we need to preserve the
remaining traditions in order to show our identities at
least in the 21st century. It is the task of the younger
generations to continue preserving their cultures as
they wish, our task is to transfer the existing cultures
to them as our inheritance that we own from our
predecessors.

I am aware that I am still very poor in my
knowledge to say things as I am saying in this letter.
I am aware that it is too early for a Lani man to
criticise ‘modernity’ with all others that tic to it like
Christianity, Democratic government, NGOs and
Corporations, which have been worshipped for years
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primarily by Westemners. [ am aware that I am not
the proper person to criticise the modern ‘democratic
leadership’. I am aware that I am impolite to talk
against NGOs who have been helping my people in
our social and economic lives so far with
considerable successes. But at the same time, [ am
aware that I have to do so.

Let me put my message in this way:

We are OK with who we are

We are fine with how we are

We are alright with what we are

We are well as we are

HOWEVER, unfortunately;

We are getting into trouble by who you are

We are forced into difficulty by how you are

We are not safe by what you are

We are unstabled by what you have

HOWEVER

We will all be OK if we are tolerant

We will all be fine if we accept each other as we

are

We will all be alright if we understand the

meaning of ‘life’

We will all be well if you agree that we are OK

BECAUSE

In fact I live for you, but

In fact you don’t want to live for me

BECAUSE

You do not understand the meaning of life

The meaning of life is too complicated for you

ACITUALLY

Life is simple; Death is simple

What makes them complicated is ‘how we live’

in the ‘life’.

Culture

First of all, in my personal opinion culture is the
central basis of life. The ways we think, speak and
behave are all coloured by our culture. Secondly,
culture is tied-up to its environment; the social,
political, geographic, economic and natural
environment. Naturally, these aspects form culture.
For example, tribal people in the coast of West Papua
are hunter-gatherers because they do not need to
cultivate food. Sago (staple food) is available almost
everywhere in the region. Fish can be caught in the
rivers and lakes in massive amounts. The case is
different in the central highlands where they need to
cultivate their foods (sweet potatoes) and other crops.
These two different geographical conditions have
shaped two distinct cultures.

Like a tree, culture is the root and the fruit of the
tree (people). People distinguish one tree from the
other from their fruits. But there are no fruits without
roots. Culture is the root and fruit of a community.
The world-view, norms and beliefs are the roots of a

culture, while customs and other practices are the
fruits of these roots. Anthropologists can investigate
some of the roots but some deeper ones cannot be
unearthed. It is not easy to judge roots from their
fruits.

Third, culture forms either harmony or
disharmony when one’s culture interacts with or
intervenes anothers. Harmony exists when the culture
adapts to the environment, respects and accepts
whatever exists, as tribal culture does. However,
disharmony always occurs when people want to
change the environment. Both depend on human
behaviour and attitude towards what exists around
them.

Furthermore, a culture only works for its
owners, regardless of whether the culture is seen as
primitive, cannibal, undeveloped, modern,
democratic or whatever you call it. It becomes “bad’
when another culture regards it as such, and tries to
impose itself. All roots help trees grow and produce
fruits. There is no need for one tree to blame the
roots of another tree. All their functions are equally
important. Therefore, there is no need for one culture
to impose upon and expose what it has to other
culture. It is ignorant to say that one culture is better
than another. Thus, having a view that one’s culture
is better than the rest is the view of a very unwise
person.

For me, a ‘humane’ culture is a culture that
creates harmony and peace among all beings. It is
not a culture that explores and exploits and finds out
ways to become imperial. It is not a culture that
creates hatred and trouble on this earth, not a culture
that promotes one-sided view by excluding others. It
is not a culture that looks down to other cultures. It is
not a culture that has words like primitive, savage,
Third World and so on.

Finally, naturally, culture emerges into various
forms but it does not change. Most ‘modem’
communities believe that the culture changes; and
that therefore they can change culture. In particular
those who work for and/or live their lives like
anthropologists, sociologists and missionaries are the
most responsible people/professions in practising this
misconception. By learning the cultures of others,
they treat other people just the same as animals.
They manipulate, they stimulate, and they
reformulate the ‘culture’ that they want to exist. For
example, they promote marriages between one
culture and the other. They promote transmigration
and translocation programmes. They believe that
once humans are moved from one culture and one
region to the other, they will learn how to adapt, how
to interact and how to live in the new environment. If
there are problems at the beginning stage, then they
regard it as normal. “Some generations later, all will

calm down,” is their statement. This is called social
engineering. They call it acculturation and
agsimilation, terms that they like playing around
with, terms that make them become honourable
professors in anthropology, sociology, and the history
of missionary work. Since one decade ago there as
been another one called a social worker. They are all
well-dressed up, big mouths, boastful-humble,
pretending to have good-will, bringing good news,
offering good services, delivering aid and so on.
There is a huge difference between our culture
and modern culture. Our culture is more concerned
with the safety and harmony of humankind with
other creatures, while the modern culture is always
trying to find out ways to explore, exploit and
destroy other creatures. This is the foolishness of
modern world. It seems there is something in their
hearts, which drives them to tend to change things
they face, to subdue whatever is in front of them. It
does not attract me at all because this modern world
is about exploration, exploitation and imperialism,
about someone over someone else, about humankind
against other beings, about the cruelty and greed of
people for the carth’s resources, even stupidly, the

greed to exploit other human beings.

I realise that there are human beings on this
carth who have a misconception that their culture
should become the model for all people on earth.
Even worse, their culture is not natural, i.e., their
culture is destructive, exploitative and spread by
force. They use all governmental, non-governmental,
religious, and economic organisations to push their
values throughout the world. Eventually, all of us
will become like them and finally we will become
them. To that point, they will say, “This is it. This is
Christianity. This is democracy. This is humanity. All
things outside this are primitive, undeveloped,
cannibal, etc”.

These are my predictions: At the end of the
whole struggle;

1. We are all forced to become people with one
religion, and if possible to become Christians;
2. We are all forced to consume Western
democracy, even though it is corrupt and empty;
3. We are all encouraged to speak English, even
though it is the language for almost all kinds of
destruction that have ever occurred and will
occur on this planet Earth;

4. We are all promoted to eat and drink what
they want us to;

5. We are all financed by aid agencies to have
houses and all their facilities that they produce;
6. One world banking and economic system.



The world is becoming homogenised and
diversity is becoming extinct.

We are all brutally brought into dependence and
under total control of the Western world because they
think their models are the only ones that all creatures
should live by. That world will be characterised by
monoculture in every aspect of life.This is a great
disaster for humanity and bio-diversity, and all from
great changes that only started less than five
centuries ago. The only way to stop this from
happening is for the West to sit down, to reflect, to
re-examine and to repent their brutal misconduct.
Repentance from being exploitative; repentance from
feeling superior; repentance from feeling more
civilised; repentance from calling others Third World
and primitive; repentance from behaving
destructively towards bio-diversity ete.

It is ‘the West’ that is dominating the world and
endangering the carth and its bio-diversity. The West
brought most of the disasters on this earth. They
developed civilisation. Their civilisation developed
all of the bad things that you can mention in the
whole history of humanity and of the planet Earth. It
starts with developing industry in agriculture. They
learned how to ‘conquer’ all plants and ‘subdue’
them as they wish. One example; almost no park in
Britain has untidy or natural plants because all grass,
trees, flowers are cut and made tidy. The phrase
‘look nice” is there in their mind. Whenever they
work, they always think, “This should look nice,”
regardless of whether the ‘niceness’ is natural or
made up. Even stranger, in some offices they have
plastic plants very tidily placed. “Looks nice?”. They
do not care about naturalness but ‘nice’ and ‘tidy’
always come to their minds when subduing the
plants.

Another step further, they learn how to conquer
and subdue the animals. It is not surprising to see
many people in the West raise wild animals as their
pets. They think it is good to keep dogs and cats as
pets. The main point is they want to subdue them,
nothing else. They like dogs to go with them, they
like cats to sit beside them. They are not happy if
they find foxes in the bush. They get mad if they see
lions in the garden. Some of them cannot wander
around in bushes if they ever found even a baby lion
in the bush. They will run if they see a small rat in
their room. They will send animal police to get it and
to subdue it.

Subduing the plants and animals does not
satisfy them. They are not satisfied only exploiting
natural resources on the carth. They even started to
sell and buy other human beings. This is what they
call slavery. Worse than that, not only do they sell,
buy and treat people like they do animals but also
they killed and wiped out many tribal people who
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existed in the lands before the West arrived. The
examples are obvious in Africa, Australia, America
and New Guinea. These all happened in the colonial
era. I know that Indian Americans, Black Africans,
Maori New Zealanders, Australian Aborigines, New
Guinean Melanesians are aware of this. This is the
exploitation of cultural, racial, linguistic and natural
resources. Slavery. If not, what do you call it?

In this era of neo-colonialism they still support
practices that aim at eliminating tribal populations on
this earth. They are not satisfied with what they have
done in America, Australia and Africa. They do not
feel embarrassed with their past misconduet, and
they never will. They always have something to
justify their misconduct. For example, Western
governments have sold guns, Hawks, Bronco
fighters, tanks, missiles, and given military as well as
intelligence training to what they classify as ‘Third
World’ countries like Indonesia and Nigeria. When
Indonesia kills East Timorese, West Papuans,
Molucans and Achehnese, they claim “These guns
are not used for killing their own people!”. Logically,
if guns are not to kill people, then are they for
hunting wild pigs? For hunting birds? For fishing?
For what? Of course they are for killing people. Even
small children will say that guns are for killing
people. It is truly immoral to argue that guns are not
used to kill people. Do they mean “Guns are not used
to kill Javanese, but they can be used to kill West
Papuans or East limorese because they are not
Indonesians!™. Is this the message repeatedly stated
by Western political leaders?

The West has gone beyond the command of their
Bible. They do not behave like human beings
anymore. It is difficult for me to understand the
‘ethics’ of their foreign policy. If I met them I would
ask them to kill me with just one of the bullets they
are selling to Indonesia rather than waiting for the
Indonesian army to kill me. If I wait until the
Indonesians use it to kill me, it may be a long time;
surely it is more effective and quicker if they do so
while I am in their country.

As I mentioned above all beings are being made
to become one. Some countries have proven and
shown themselves to be ‘superpowers’ and have
demonstrated their ‘superiority’ over other countries.
We are in the middle of the process towards a
‘boring oneness’. It is unpredictable whether this
‘superiority” will last through the next century. It is a
mystery because it causes such misery for the beings
of the carth.

Plants, animals and human beings are suffering
because of the moderm culture of the Western world.
This culture is driven to become imperial over all
other cultures. Therefore, it is important now for
every ethnic group on this earth, particularly the Lani

who are addressed in this letter, to prepare action
against the further damage that this Western culture
brings. Based on experiences in my own village and
in the towns in West Papua, in Java and in the UK as
well as other European countries, I would like to
urge my people, the Lani, to defend themselves
against this ‘giant modern culture’ whose ‘magic
hands’ are now bringing damage to the earth, the
earth that we live on and which we have to hand over
to our future generations. This earth is not only the
responsibility of the tribal people. My tribe and
myself are not the only people to protect and to
defend the earth’s bio-diversity and its originality .
The earth is entrusted to us all.

We cannot become greedy with what we can do
,own, explore and exploit on this earth. We have a
great responsibility to leave this earth for our future
generations so that they do not get frustrated with us
and our actions. I hope future generations of the
West will read this booklet in coming centuries and
will remember that actually there used to be tribal
people who talked and fought and died for their
sake, to leave this earth natural for them.

This action should start from myself. Therefore,
T have set out my goals and I also put forward

proposals to my people; some programmes to take
care of this earth, especially the world where we live
and for which we have responsibility. The goal of
this letter is not to change the Lani culture nor to
protect it against the change, but rather to make us
ready to anticipate the balance between what I call
‘the Western culture” and our own culture. And we
will be able to do so effectively if we know what the
West calls the “agents of change’. In my eyes as a
tribal person, these change-agents are enemies of
tribal people. They change the existing culture,
killing it and replacing it with their own. The great
threat is the change from interdependency towards
dependency i.e. dependency on the West because
they possess that which makes us dependent; money,
banks, technology, science, education, to mention a
few. By imposing their beliefs, their education, their
religion, their culture and their democracy, they are
deliberately making us dependent on them.They are
expanding their markets by imposing their ‘aid’.
They want to make us reach the point where we will
need what they have because some years later, they
will need to sell us their goods. This would be a
disaster.
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The Four Enemies of Tribal People

Mosques and Cheaines dominate modemarchitecture in Papua: “Religion is a tool used by

- e Fa W

those in power to comtit the human beings of this daf

The term ‘tribal people/community’ is per haps
inappropriate to refer to all people concerned
about the destruction of bio-diversity. It actually
refers to the whole bio-diversity of the planet
Earth that consists of plants, animals and human
beings and other resources on and in the earth.
Tribal community best represents this concept of
‘natural life’ on this planet. I'ribal community
will vanish in the early 21st century if we do not
do anything about our existence from now on. Of
course, we ar e already late in the day, but better
late than never. The enemies are blind, they are
deaf, they are mad. They have done, are doing,
and will do whatever they can to destr oy the
natural life. What tribal community should do is
to r ealise this and act upon this knowledge to
resist properly and effectively.

There are four enemies of the Tribal Community
on this earth. They are; 1) Religious or ganisations 2)
Governments 3) Non-Governmental
Or ganisations(NGOs) and particularly the Aid
Or ganisations (AOs) and 4) Multinational
Corporations (MNCs). These four ‘people” show
themselves as ‘messengers’ from somewhere better,

safer, wealthier and more modern on this earth. A
simple message that they bring is ““You are wrong in
who, what and how you are, therefore, you need to
change, and we know how you can change your
life”. They have a concept of what is correct and
what is wrong based on their own culture. Even
worse, they judge other cultures based on their
‘correctness’ and ‘wrongness’, without any
compromise to the culture they encounter. Who
points out that we are wrong? Who says that we are
primitive? Who decides that we are poor? Who
introduces all these terms: poor, primitive,
underdeveloped, undeveloped, First, Second and

Third worlds, the global North/South etc.? What are
the intentions of these terms? We should not be
fooled.

There was no-one asking for these terms in the
past. There was no single Lani person who said that
we needed them. We were all OK, we were alright.
But who bothers with who and what and how we
are? Of course, not us, but someone else. Why is
someone else bothered with our lives? Believe me,
there are ‘hidden agendas’, and these hidden
agendas are not to help us, not to make us good.
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They are all to kill us. They are all to destroy us.
Some destroy our basis of living, some destroy our
physical life and some destroy our essence of life.
Therefore, I cannot say that religion is better than
government. I cannot say that NGOs are better than
religion. There is no comparative judgement to
make. They are all wrong. They are all exploitative;
they are all killing us. It is as simple as that.
Interestingly, we are more concerned about our
physical obliteration than that of our roots and
identity. Religious groups and aid agencies are more
dangerous than governments and MNCs. Because we
regard them as good, and they regard themselves as
do-gooders they will never admit they are killing us,
killing our culture.

These four enemies are determined to work out
their parts, in various areas, at various levels, to
make this world their ‘ideal’ world. Some call it the
‘modern’ or ‘civilised” world, some ‘heaven’, some
‘nirvana’, and some ‘better life’. Let us see what
these enemies do to our lives now and in the future.

The First Enemy: Religious
Organisations

I was born and grew up in a Christian family,
therefore, most of my criticism will go towards the
work and teachings of Christianity, with very few
references to the Moslem religion. As a Christian and
based on my experience working in the church for
more than ten years, I believe that there is something
wrong with religions that come in from foreign
countries. In what follows I will outline some of the
problems that Lani people face due to religions from
outside. Religious leaders and missionaries will
definitely argue that I am wrong. They will ask my
father and his colleagues as founders of my church to
justify their arguments, however, this will be
manipulative. It is because of the successful
brainwashing process that has been happening since
the 1960s. The religious missionaries and leaders
from the West poisoned my father and his colleagues
with their philosophy. I know, from my deep heart,
that they suffer a lot because of being Christianised
and ocivilised. I know that they miss their world, the
world that they have experienced, that vanished in
the early 1960s, the world that missionaries would
describe as “Primitive and animist!”.

Religious believers are required to believe theirs
is the true religion. They stand against the beliefs
that already exist in areas where they go and they
also condemn other religions as misleading. Their
typical statement is this: “There is only one way to
heaven, therefore, if you do not do this and that, you
are in danger of hell!”. This message means, all other
things are wrong, and this is the only truth.
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If someone threatens me with anything, a knife,
a bow and arrow, a gun, the Gospel, the Qura’an,
culture, education or whatever, then they are
terrorising me. Those who terrorise are commonly
called terrorists. If I am wrong please correct me, but
this is my basic understanding about terrorism.
However, ironically, religious groups are called
‘good people’. I just cannot understand why people
who terrorise my culture are called good people.

The result is that religion has completely
destroyed the way we think, the way we behave and
the way we talk. In the Lani community, all people
look “brown in colour but white in behaviour!™.
Their arguments make sense, are very strong and
sound correct, exactly the same as their missionary
fathers did. They want to change everything we have
into their missionary culture. However, we will never
change our race, skin colour, or hair because the
missionaries never allowed their children to marry
with us. Once an Indonesian policeman fell in love
with a missionary woman in my village. She was
sent back to her home country straight away, accused
of falling in love with people from “outside their
culture”. In other words, what the missionaries want
is for us to get involved in and believe in their
religion, but they do not think we can marry them.
Thus, philosophically and culturally, they want us to
be in their world, but physically they want us to be
separate because we are brown, we are curly haired,
we are in Indonesia, and perhaps because they think
we are inferior.

No doubt, it is obvious to me that all troubles
that come into the Lani community are brought in
through the door marked ‘religion’. Therefore, if
people come into my village and destroy my life,
my worldview, my culture, then the first thing to
blame is the religion, nothing else. They have started
the cultural genocide, and they claim to be ‘good
people’, preaching good news and messages of
peace. What on earth is this?

It is typical of the West. They have a belief that
there is always right and wrong, and that they are
best to judge them. This concept relates to all other
things like the way of talking, the way of working,
the way of governing, the way of farming, and so
on. In this way they set themselves apart from the
rest of the world. In comparison, we never ever
judge other cultures, other religions, or other
communities based on knowledge of our own. We
never tried to impose our culture and our belief on
others. We never think that the West needs to learn
from us. What we know is that they are Western
people, they have their own life and culture, we
cannot change them, because they are as they are.
However, they do not have this concept. They do not
judge things through the eyes of other cultures, but

instead bring all things into their world and then
make judgement. And this is wrong, according to
me, anyway.

The result is that we Lani people have lost our
own identity. If people asked “Who are the Lani?”
then the first answer, unfortunately, will be “They are
all Christians”. They are not Lani anymore, they are
Christians. If T were to list the characteristics of
being a Lani, then about 90% would not exist in the
life of Lani people anymore. What has happened?
Christianity has replaced them all. What a pity!
Western Christians, however, will say, “Praise the
Lord!”

Religion does not only spread widely because
they believe it, but also because they want to win
other people to join their religion, to gain strength in
numbers. Some of the political parties are based on
religious beliefs. It is clear to me now that some
politicians and political parties have been born from
religious beliefs; that they fight for religions and
make decisions based on this. In other words, human
beings and humanity become second to religion. That
is why it is not surprising for me to see many West
Papuans saying “We need to get rid of Indonesian
Muslims!” even though this is not the reason we
should fight for. Neither Christianity or Islam are
from the Lani. Why should we bother about them?
They originally come from the Middle East. So why
should we bother with them and why should we base
our struggle on them? Why can’t our position be
based on our own culture? Is it because we are
already assimilated into modern religions?

In many cases governments have sponsored the
activities of religious groups. Of course, there is
nothing wrong with having religions, but what is
wrong is imposing one’s religions onto others and
creating problems, starting wars against other
religions. I agree that religion is one part of the
culture but the problem here is imposing one culture
to the other, and considering other religions as wrong
and dragging other people into one’s religion.
Religion has caused, is causing, and will continue to
cause most of the brutal wars in human history, but it
is still strongly regarded as something essential
within human life. In what sense is it important? This
is not clear, and I cannot understand it. If not the
atomic bomb, religion will destroy planet Earth.
However, people love religion. It is true that religion
has ended some tribal wars in West Papua. This is
what the Imams and missionaries are proud of. This
is what they point out as the result of their ministries.
However, it is also true that they have started more
than one war; religious wars, denominational wars,
economic wars, political wars, to mention just a few.
These wars have no simple solutions, have no moral
basis, and are very destructive. Imagine tribal wars.

Almost all tribal wars happened because of tribal
problems like theft, sexual relationships and other
domestic affairs. There is rarely war because of one
tribe’s intention to exploit or conquer another. 'lribal
wars are like small conflicts inside a family. There
was no serious damage after tribal wars, there was
even real peace established, which does not and
cannot exist in modern society. Compare the peace
that follows tribal war with that that follows wars in
civilisation. What peace in the Balkans after Bosnia?
What peace in the Gulf after Desert Storm?

Religions increase the intensity of war. The
feeling of affiliation to religion has caused so much
trouble on this planet. Let us not forget the words
like ‘fundamentalist’ and ‘extremist’. For me, most
often these terms are related to war and religion.
From the records in the Bible and Qura’an, wars are
there. Therefore, for me, trying to end wars,
especially by religious leaders or religious figures, is
nonsense. In Indonesia, it is called, “Usaha
menjaring angin” (The efforts to catch the air).
Religions even justify some wars. Therefore, as long
as people are committed to religion(s), there is great
potential for war, not the reverse.

Below is a story:

Once upon a time, there was a man called
Mbakwi Gombo. He lived a nomadic life, a bit
strange to all his fellow villagers. He built his houses
on the bank of the River Mulik, a river that changes
course, sometimes flowing in the eastern bank,
sometimes in the middle, sometimes on the western
bank. It is difficult to figure out, even within a day.
Mbakwi likes the behaviour of the Mulik. He had
been living in ‘his way’ all of his life.

He did not farm. He ate fruit and leaves from the
forests, and meat from hunting. Most often he caught
little pigs, snakes and cassowary birds. He raised
them in the riverbank, he fed them and they knew
him well. He built them their nests and huts. He
knew when they were hungry, when they were sick,
and when they were crying. He loved the animals
and they loved him in retumn.

Sometimes, people from other villages came to
his hut and asked him to give them some of the
animals he had, either in the bush or those around
him. He then asked people to choose which ever they
preferred. After they chose what they wanted, he
then led those to be killed into a pen. He then fed
them well and talked to them, pretending nothing
dangerous was happening. Even the food at this time
seemed better than before. The animals were so
happy They greeted him very well.

Unfortunately, they were animals and they did
not know what was actually happening.The guests
shot and killed them in front of Mr. Gombo.The
animals shouted to him, they cried at him, and
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sometimes they ran to him and died in front of him.
Yes, but Mr. Gombo wanted money, not just to raise
them. These animals could not give him money, so
they should be killed to make him money.

‘When some of the fellow animals were killed,
the rest ran away to the bush.They became wild
again. However, with his skills, Gombo called them
back, and fed them well. They became friends again.
I do not know what was happening in the minds of
those animals. Did they remember how their fellows
were killed in front of their eyes? Were they prepared
to be slaughtered as had happened to the others?
How did Gombo managed to become a ‘good
shepherd” while at the same time he was their killer?
How come the animals did not run away from him
forever?

Who is Mr. Gombo? Mr. Gombo is ‘the
missionary’. And who are the people who came to
kill those animals? They are the ‘government’. And
the animals are us, the Lani, all tribal people.

It is clear to me that religions have been used by
the civilised community as a tool to brainwash and
control the minds of people. When I became a
Christian, I can see how foolish I was to respond to
this world’s powers. As a Christian, I need to forgive
those who kill me, I must forget what happened
yesterday, I must give my eyes if my ears are taken
away. Religion is a tool used by those in power to
control the human beings of this earth.

The Second Enemy: Government

In this letter, when I use the word ‘government’
I refer to the system and institutions of rulership and
decision-making in any state. However, in the
context of Indonesian rule, I cannot separate the
government and the Indonesian army , because the
government is under very strong control of the army.
Therefore, when I write about the Indonesian
government, it refers to any sector of the Indonesian
state, including the army. One can argue that
government is separate from the army and law, but it
is dif ficult to apply to Indonesia at the moment.

Likewise, the government is inseparable from
the concept of the ‘nation-state’. This concept also
comes from the West. Government has two important
messages that it carries, just like the religious
organisations. Religious organisations have messages
about Heaven and Hell, salvation and punishment.
Government has messages of democracy and
development. Both sound excellent. Who would not
want democracy and development? No one on this
earth, except the Lani people of West Papua. Who
would not want a nation-state and a government?No
one, except the Lani people of West Papua. Nation-
states and control are related to each other.
Consequently, a nation-state must have its laws and
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security forces (including the army) to enforce and
promote control over the people.

In exactly the way as has happened with
Christianity and other religions in Lani arcas, the
same people say

“You need education, you need modern
medicine, and you need this and that. Government
has all these. Government can offer you these. What
you need to do is this; Do not oppose the
government. Be polite. Be silent. Be obedient. Even
if your father was killed in front of your own eyes,
do not oppose the government”. The
church says, “the Government is appointed by God,
therefore, you cannot oppose them”.

The only problem for me with development is
this: There was, is and will never be an end to
‘development’. I am surprised to see how Britain,
one of the most overdeveloped countries, from day to
day, does not stop the development. Physical, mental
and spiritual developments never stop. I thought the
development activities in the West had stopped and
that’s why they were coming to my village to export
their expertise, to offer their money and knowledge
to do the ‘development’. I thought they had reached
an end point or the goal of development and
therefore, they were coming to my village to lead us
to the point that they had reached sometime before
us. I thought they knew the outcome of all
civilisation and modern life. I thought they were all
satisfied and do not need any development and they
are coming to help us to reach that point of
satisfaction. In fact, all these thoughts are wrong.
There is no single person in the West whom I have
met and heard so far that agrees with me that they
need to stop developing. Naturally, civilisation
means developing all the time.

They say “You need democracy, not
dictatorship”. What has happened with modern
religions and tribal beliefs is exactly the same as
what is happening with the tribal pattern of
organising our society and so-called ‘democracy’.
There is the same premise inside the promotion of
democracy to this civilisation. There is always a
belief that “democracy is better than other forms of
government’. This is just the same as ‘The Bible is
the absolute truth and everybody should believe it!’.

Think about what has happened so far, what is
happening now, and what will be happening in the
future for the sake of so-called ‘democracy’.
Democracy has become a ‘powerful” word and a
necessity for the global community to apply.
Indonesia is being shaken quite significantly by
‘democratic nations’ because they believe Indonesia
has something wrong in its systems of government.
Most of the scholars in Indonesia, the majority of
whom are ‘brain-washed’ by the Wést, believe that

democracy is the one and only system for all the
governments of this earth.

When the USSR collapsed, people were saying,
“The former USSR is now becoming more
democratic than before” and that democracy was
victorious. The western belief in democracy has
justified intervention in Iraq and other Arab states
and “developing’ countries. Politicians see and use
the word ‘democracy’ as the strongest, sharpest two-
sided sword to cut everything that does not suit their
civilisation. This is the same as the use of the Bible
for spreading Christianity. The question now is: “Is it
true that democracy is the only solution for civilised
and modern governments? Is it the only way of
governing the community?”. Many people have told
me like this, “Indonesia is not a democratic country,
therefore, you are suffering a lot. That is why you are
being killed. Law enforcement is not strong because
your country is not democratic, etc”. I wonder if this
is true and I cannot see it because I am foolish, I am
just a tribesman.

This is what I can say. I cannot see anything
wrong with the Indonesian philosophy of Pancasila. I
cannot see anything wrong with the Indonesian rules
and regulations. What bothers me is this: Why
should the United States care about me in West
Papua or East 'l'imor? Why should they care about us
in Indonesia? Mr. Milosevie, Mr. Hussein, and Mr.
Qadafy may raise the same question. Why should
this happen? Why should people think that Indonesia
needs democracy? What if it does not have
democracy? What if Indonesia still applies the
Pancasila with its guided-democracy principles?
Why should the West bother about it? Perhaps these
are sensitive questions and the answers are public
taboo so I am not allowed to ask.

For me, democracy, autocracy, dictatorship,
monarchy, are all the same. All are used to control
and manipulate people. All are to exploit. They are
all tools in the notion of the ‘nation-state’ that does
not exist in tribal communities. Therefore, promoting
democracy is not the solution for tribal communities.

Bagically and naturally, I do not and cannot
oppose development itself. The only problem here is
that the development is “planned’. Indonesia is one
of the record-breaking countries due to its famous
REPELITA (Five-Year Development Plan).
Indonesia has completed its First Phase of the plan
(25 years) and within the last five years has started
its Second Phase of Development (for another 25
years). These are the main problems for me:

What are planned in the ‘Repelita’? In West
Papua, these are some of the answers: Road
construction from Jayapura to Wamena, Mamberamo
Dam Megaproject for processing Freeport Mining
activities and for providing electricity, building the

House of Representative Office in Wamena, sending
Iransmigrants to Arso, Kwamki Lama, Sorong and
Merauke. What happens if someone opposes it? In
one of my stories here, I tell of what happened to
‘Tekimus Weya. For the sake of development, he was
killed. When governments or whoever on this earth
force ‘planned developments” then they have to
make sure that all ‘planned activities’ are carried out
according to the budget and resources available. If it
cannot happen as planned, they try hard to make it
happen. The way to make it happen is by solving the
problems. If lions cause problems in development,
they find out ways to get rid of lions. If a crocodile
causes the problem, it is solved the same way. If
people cause problems, then the best solution is to
wipe out the people.

Why do people become less important than
development? Because the money for the
development is from the rich countries who give
loans, and some years later they will ask for
repayment. And if that happens, the governments
need to make sure that the money spent is useful in
generating income for the governments. There is a
clear interdependence that I call “lingkaran setan” (or
Satan’s circle) where you cannot get out from it once
you step into it. It is a nightmare, it is the Hell that
the Bible describes. Hell is not somewhere,
sometime later, it is here, and now. It is in the so-
called “development’. Why should we ‘plan’ the
development? Some of the answers for Indonesia are
“We want to be like Americans; we want to increase
income; we want to increase capital, and we want to
modemise the Indonesian people™. If this is the case,
then there is another question: What will happen if
we become like Americans? What will happen if
roads fill 10% of the land arca in West Papua? What
will happen if all Melanesians have more than one
car? What will happen if all Lani need bread, not
sweet potato anymore? What will happen if...?

The basic reason for planning development, as
development experts and scholars argue, is to grasp
the future now; to anticipate the future and to control
the changes. What happens if, for example, the world
is naturally heading towards the East, but developers
want it to head Westward? Imagine how the planners
will bring about changes to the world against its
natural changes. I am not arguing that the planned
developments do not work, but I am saying that they
are not helping us to survive on this planet, they are
not helping our future generations to inherit this
planet. They just do not care. They want the things
that can happen naturally in the coming 100 years to
happen today and now. This is all about
development. And this is the problem.

If it is planned, then how is it planned? This is
what happens in Indonesia. Melanesians in West
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Papua, especially the Lani people are still naked,
primitive, potential killers, scary. These words are
used by the Westerners. “They do not know what
they need and what they want. We are in Jakarta,
educated in the West, more civilised, and know how
to develop. We know what they need. Let us plan
this and that. Let us impose our plants upon people
in Wamena and Jayapura. If they are against this,
shoot them, because they may be constraints to the
development. We have learnt how to design projects,
we have learnt how to resolve conflicts, we have
learnt how to restore order, we have learnt how to
impose martial law, we have been trained how to
carry out intelligence services, we know all of these.
Let us impose, manipulate, and develop. They do not
know what, why and how the development works.
They will learn and if they do not, it does not
matter”. This is called ‘top-down’ management, isn’t
it? People who are in governments, bureaucrats and
politicians always have confidence in themselves,
their skills, knowledge and expertise. They feel
seoure in this. They view a voice like mine as
‘nothing” and ‘nonsense’. Yes, they are the planners
of the whole destruction of this planet. No one, not
one tribal person on this planet can agree with their
plans and them.

Government, the Church and Education have a
very interesting relationship to investigate. Recently
I had a tour to some of the colleges in Oxford. After
listening to some stories regarding how those
colleges were established, and how it is being run
until now and comparing them to what has been
happening in my village, it is clear that there is a
close relationship between the religious
organisations, governments and education.

I was educated by the church and government;
they brainwashed me to agree with them all the time,
to become a slave to their philosophies and religions.
However, I have seen the danger of becoming their
slave. Mental slavery is more dangerous than
physical slavery because the ‘mental slaves’ never
realise what is going on in their minds. They even
stand up and claim themselves owning those
religions and philosophies of their masters. Physical
slavery never produced a slave that finally stands up
and behaves or talks exactly the same as his/her
master. Most often, they oppose or are different to
the master. Mental slavery is really, really dangerous.

The church needs those holding graduate and
postgraduate titles to lead the or ganisation. So does
the government. The leaders are products of their
own schools/ seminaries. They pay a lot of money
for schooling so that finally, local people can think,
behave and talk just like them. They try their best to
prevent tribal people having contacts with
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organisations from other churches, religions or
philosophies.

For example, I was taught that Catholicism is
bad, they practice so many sins in Catholic Church. I
was taught that Jehovah’s Witnesses are bad because
they deny Jesus as the Lord. I was taught that the
Pentecostal churches are wrong because they praise

The Third Enemy: Aid
Organisations

I need to make a clarification about the terms
Non-Governmental Organisation and Aid
Or ganisation. I see these two as separate and
different. I do not use the term ‘NGOs’ because
some NGOs are OK for me because they do not
provide funds but only channel the voices of those
whose voices need to be heard. They do not collect
money, and that is good for me. The NGOs are those
representing people directly from the grassroots. An
example is the LEMASA (The Amungme Tribe
Council).

Isee Aid Organisations (AOs) as those
pretending to be concerned with tribal people, but
which are the same as religious people and
government in principle. For one reason or another,
they have a belief that tribal people need good
housing, better health care, better management of
family economy, better standard of education, and so
on. Believe me or not, they work as the dangerous
hands of governments. They drag the tribal people
into the world-system of capitalism. They do not
help tribal people to be protected from the world-
system; they accelerate the process of their inclusion
in the modern world. They know that this world is
mad, disastrous, corrupt and uncertain, but at the
same time they force tribal people to join the modern
community.

Let me give you the following story to explain
my idea here:

Once upon a time, there was a pig feast in a
village called Mabuname. It was a mass wedding
party that only happened once every few years. The
people were happy. Many pigs were killed. As usual,
women were assigned to go to the riverbank and
clean the inside part of the pigs.

When they were doing their jobs, a dog came
along the river. It was asking for small piece of the
meat. Most of the women did not give a piece and
they even threw stones at it. It ran up to the first
woman on the top of the river and this woman gave a
small piece to the dog. The dog waved its tail, sat
down and ate the meat. The woman gave another
piece. Seconds later, the dog turned into a man, a
gentleman.

He told the woman, “Hi beautiful woman, go to
your husband, talk to your family and take them
away from this party. There will be a huge and very
heavy rainstorm. You must escape to Mount Biam™.

The husband and his children did not believe the
mother and laughed at her saying, “Dear me, how
can this woman believe a dog could turn into man!”.

This is a myth, not real. They were laughing at her.
She only took her youngest son and escaped.

Just some minutes later, heavy rain came and
flooded the whole area of Mabuname. The water
covered the whole valley. No single person or animal
escaped from the flood. All were dead.

During this flood, a person came to the woman
and said, “Come here. You are fine. Your husband,
your children and other people are celebrating the
party very happily. You won’t be disappointed. From
this mountain, it seems like the flood is significant,
but it is actually covering the joy that they have now.
They are having great party. You will miss it,
definitely”. When the mother refused to be
persuaded, the man dragged her and her youngest
son and threw her into the flood. They had escaped
but then they were forcibly dragged into the flood.
They were alive, but this man meant to kill them.

When the mother was in the flood, she cried for
help. The man then offered a boat for her and her
child. The man asked for help from his village to
send a rescue team, food, and other necessary
equipment. They did their best but the mother and
her child were very tired; they had just finished
climbing up the mountain, and then they had been
dragged back into the flood and now the man
shouted at them to hold the boat and respond to the
rescue team. What a nightmare!

This man did exactly the same thing as the AOs
are doing. They drag tribal people into the flood of
modem life, capitalism, dependence on money etc.,
then campaign and raise money to help tribal people.

They are different people (by face, by name, by
nationality). If I wisely compare what both
governments and AOs do, it is difficult for me to
distinguish between them. Both have ‘development’
on their agenda. Both believe that the existing
condition (tribal way of life) is wrong. They both
pretend to help people. They both work for, and in
line with, the great enemy of all creatures on this
carth; the corporations. If this is the case,then how
can an aid organisation claim to do good when
actually they are doing bad things by imposing their
beliefs, practices and culture onto tribal people.

The names of aid organisations are different
from those belonging to the governments and
churches. Aid organisations try to keep a distance
between themselves and religious organisations and
governments, even though it is obvious that they
have certain belief systems in common. AOs always
have their own philosophies, stated in their by-laws
or general principles. They appear to the public as
non-religious, non-governmental humanitarian
organisations but they are actually the hands of
certain groups. Most often, religious organisations





















Loggers tear down the fest and a swiftly followed by goveiment-sponsed settlers:
“Everything is moving towatts a boring oneness.”



























